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LAND CLEARING 

830. Hon DEE MARGETTS to the Minister for Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries: 
With regard to the Government’s policy on land clearing - 

(1) How much native remnant bush has been cleared for residential and industrial uses in the past year and 
how does the area compare with requests received to clear land for agricultural purposes, including 
irrigation? 

(2) How much agricultural land has been cleared without permits? 

(3) Has recently cleared land been classified according to location and vegetation type; and if so, will the 
minister table that information? 

(4) Will the minister advise the number of cases when a catchment management plan has been required 
prior to the decision made on whether approval to clear is given? 

(5) Does the existence of a catchment management plan mean approvals will be given for land clearing if 
they do not breach soil or water conservation criteria, despite the biodiversity value of the land being 
cleared? 

(6) When can we expect the Minister for Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries to work effectively with the 
Minister for the Environment and Heritage to address this urgent shortfall in the biodiversity protection 
of remnant bush on farm properties in Western Australia? 

Hon KIM CHANCE replied: 
(1) There is no data available in my portfolio for urban, residential and industrial land clearing in the past 

year.  However, this information might be available from the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure.  
During the year to 18 October 2001, the Commissioner of Soil and Land Conservation registered 50 
notices of intent to clear a total of 2 290.6 hectares of rural land for all purposes.  I am advised that the 
commissioner lodged no objections to the clearing of 401.6 hectares, but all of that clearing was for 
industrial land purposes, such as road reserves, dam maintenance, extractive industry, utility corridors 
and the like.  Of the remainder, there were two approvals amounting to 93 hectares which were referred 
to the Water and Rivers Commission under the Country Areas Water Supply Act.  A total of 17 
applications relating to 1 206 hectares, including pending applications, were referred to the 
Environmental Protection Authority for assessment on grounds beyond the scope of the Soil and Land 
Conservation Act.  There were also 585 hectares to which the commissioner objected on the ground of 
potential soil and land degradation. 

(2) There is no permitting system for land clearing in Western Australia.  However, the commissioner is 
investigating 11 complaints alleging clearing without notification, in breach of the regulations under the 
Soil and Land Conservation Act.  The area involved is about 878 hectares. 

(3) In relation to land clearing identified in (2) the answer is no.  I am unable to provide full details 
requested as some cases of alleged non-notified clearing are still to be confirmed.  The following 
details, however, are available - 

Location   Vegetation types 

Wellington  jarrah and marri woodland 
Murchison  sand plain 
Kent 
Wellington 
Wellington 
Nelson   jarrah and marri forest 
Victoria 
Melbourne  kwongan heath 
Cockburn Sound  tuart 
Plantagenet 
Swan 

(4) There have been no instances in which a catchment management plan has been required prior to a 
decision being made on whether approval to clear land is given.  However, regulations under the Soil 
and Land Conservation Act require a landowner notifying clearing to the commissioner to provide a 
notice of intent form and a map showing the land to be cleared, location numbers and roads.  The 
commissioner may request additional information from the landowner to support his case and assist the 
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commissioner to assess the risks of land degradation occurring.  When the commissioner’s assessment 
indicates that land degradation is unlikely to occur but there may be other environmental impacts, he 
will refer the proposal to the EPA for further consideration.  Depending on the outcome of those 
deliberations, a landowner may be requested to provide additional information to enable a thorough 
assessment of environmental impacts by the EPA. 

(5) No. 

(6) I am working with the Minister for the Environment and the cabinet standing committee on 
environmental policy to address the issue of the protection of native vegetation in Western Australia. 

I add to that formal response that in a meeting held last night we were able to reach some clarity of our 
position on the balance to be achieved between the two principal Acts relating to land clearing; that is, 
the Soil and Land Conservation Act and the Environmental Protection Act.  We are still working 
through a proposal that will be taken to the standing committee.  It has been clearly identified now that 
the principal deficiency lies in the Environmental Protection Act.  However, there is little we can do 
through the Soil and Land Conservation Act that would not exceed its scope, which could form an 
adequate response to the issues that are being raised now.  That issue will be resolved at government 
level.  This deficiency has existed for many years; it is not something new.  I hope the member will also 
note the small scale of agricultural land clearing identified in the answer; it is virtually nil. 

 


